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LETTER FROM THE BOARD

When we first lost Ella 7 years ago, we never could have imagined the positive
impact her life would have on the world. The support we have received from
amazing people like you has been so healing and transformative, it inspired us
to launch Ella’s Umbrella in August of 2022.

Now, as we reflect on our first full year as a non-profit in 2023, it is fun to
think about all the growth and development that has taken place. This year
we launched three new successful events and we have been giving some
serious thought to what truly sets us apart as an organization.

Although our primary goal has always been centered around protecting other
families from what we have experienced in losing Ella, it has become clear
that we have a special passion for connecting with others who have
experienced loss. Moving forward, we want further explore how we might be
able to make a strategic impact in this area.

Thank you for your involvement in helping us emerge from our tragedy with

hope so we can better help others. We could not have accomplished all that
we’'ve done without the support of incredible people like you.

Sincerely,

Ella’s Umbrella Board of Directors,

Betty Mertens, President
Kyle Mertens, Treasurer
Pamela Kraus, Vice President
Lynn Mertens, Secretary
Michael Mertens
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ELLA'S
STORY

In May of 2017, Ella Mertens passed
away due to an undiagnosed genetic
heart defect. In her 13 months, she
touched the hearts of everyone she
met. Ella’s Umbrella celebrates hope.
It is a reminder that the good of
having something special far
outweighs the pain of losing it.

OUR
MISSION

The mission of Ella's Umbrella is to
transform heartbreak into healing by
creating connections for the purpose
of bettering and saving lives.

WHAT WE DO

OUR
VISION

To provide knowledge, resources and
tools that will help save children's
lives and bring hope and healing to
their families.

Uplift People
Who Are Grieving

Fund Pediatric
Heart Research

Advance Heart
Technology




WORK

Uplift People

Who Are Grieving

Fund Pediatric
Heart Research

Advance Heart
Technology

We have created resources to
support grieving people and our
desire is to connect themto a
network that will help them
process their grief and figure out

what it looks like to move forward.

In partnership with St. Louis
Children’s Hospital, we are
funding pediatric heart research
to protect other children from
what happened to Ella. To date,
we have donated over $100,000
for that purpose.

In partnership with The Ollie
Hinkle Heart Foundation, we are
improving outcomes in pediatric
heart care by collaborating with
innovators on cutting edge
advancements in technology.
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3-D Model of Ella’s Heart
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FUNDRAISING
EVENTS

Congenital heart defects
are the #1 most common
birth defect in the world.

Congenital heart disease (CHD)
accounts for =40% of deaths in
US children with birth defects.

About 1in 4 babies with a
CHD have a critical CHD,
requiring surgery.

According to CDC and NCBI

$17,000 given towards
pediatric heart research.

A new event launched to

support bereaved siblings.

$3,200 given towards

advancing heart technology.































